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^  SCURFY  SCALE 

( Chionaspis  furfirra  Pitch) is  a  native  of  this  continent  and 
is  one  of  the  common  pests  of  apple  and  pear  trees.    On  the 
healthy  older  trees  this  scale  does  not  do  any  apparent  injury, 
except  to  weaken  the  vitality  of  the  host, while  on  younger  trees 
a  severe  attack  will  often  kill  the  tree  within  a  few  years. 
There  are  thirty-five  common  hosts  of  this  pest,  among  which  we 
find;  c-urrant,  mountain  ash  and  hawthorn  occasionally  being  killed 
hy  this  scale  insect*    ,  . 

The  scurfy  scale  is  white,  flat,  oyster-shell  shaped,  ah out 
one-eighth  of  an  inch  long  and  one  thirty-second  of  an  inch  wide. 
It  is  closely  attached  to  the  host  plant.  There  are  two  broods 
or  generations  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state, with  probably 
but  one  in  the  northern  counties*  It  spends  the  winter  in  the 
egg  stage, hence  is  difficult  to  kill  by  spraying. 

Control «  Where  fruit  trees  are  gi  .-en  a  regular  annual  spray- 
ing with  a  dormant  strength  lime-^sulphur  solution,  the  scurfy 
scale  seldom  becomes  a  menace.    In  case  such  spraying  d.oes  not 
control  this  scale,  spray  mth  one  of  the  miscible  oils  such  as 
Scalocide  on  a  bright  .wa,rm  dajr  before  the  buds  swell  in  early 
spring*    Follow  the  manufacturers  directions  carefully  and  do 
not  apply  in  such  quantities  that  the  oil  will  gather  in  the 
soil  about  the  roots  nor  when  near  freezing  temperature.  An 
■unnecessarily  large  quantity  might  do  serious  injury  to  the 
tree* 
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